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The police chief in charge of investigat- 
ing paedophiles says tens of thousands 
of British men have shown an interest in 
sexually abusing children. 

Simon Bailey, the National Police 
Chiefs’ Council lead on combating child 
sexual abuse, said investigators monitor- 
ing a single chatroom in 2017 had identi- 
fied 4,000 men usingit from the UK alone. 

Bailey, who is also chief constable for 
Norfolk, estimated the number of men 
grooming or seeking to groom children 
at more than 20,000. He said limited 
resources meant notall perpetrators could 
be tackled, with police forced to focus on 
the most dangerous offenders. “We are 
having to prioritise the threat,” he said. 
“Some lower-level offenders cannot be 
arrested and taken to court. There is just 
not the capacity.” 

He warned that a growing threat to 
children came from live streaming and 
said police wanted a fresh crackdown 
from technology companies on the use of 
platforms including Periscope - owned by 
Twitter - and Facebook Live. 

Bailey’s warning reinforces recent 
reports that sexually abusive behaviour 
online is on the rise. This month, the 
National Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Children said there had been 
a 31% increase in reported cases of child 
sexual abuse in Britain in the previous 
year. Reports to child protection experts 
are up 700% since October 2013, Bailey 
said - though some attribute that increase 
toa greater willingness to report offences. 
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20,000 British 
men ‘potential 
child abusers’ 


Police chief says huge scale of problem 
means not all offenders will face justice 


In the first 11 months of 2017 the 
National Crime Agency received 72,000 
referrals about child sexual abuse imagery 
online, up from 6,000 in 2010. 

There are now 680 cases that have been 
sent to local forces from national agencies. 

Bailey said he was in no doubt the dan- 
gers had grown, even if awareness had 
too. “I think there is more sexual abuse 
of children being perpetrated both physi- 
cally and virtually,” he said. “There are 
more men than five to 10 years ago who 
are trying to abuse children” 

And he emphasised that online 
offences were not without consequences. 
“Ifa child flashes their breasts to someone 
online it can still cause great damage.” 

He added: “I believe there are tens of 
thousands of men [who] are now going 
into chatrooms and forums with a view 
to grooming children. Technology has 
afforded an access to children that people 
who have a sexual interest in children 
never had before.” 

Bailey said police did not have enough 
officers to successfully pursue all abusers 
and thousands more detectives would 
not be enough to bring every offender to 
justice - even though the lawis sufficiently 
robust to allow for prosecutions in most 
cases. “There are hundreds of officers 
tackling this now,” he said. “Thousands 
and thousands still would not be enough. 
This is one of those wicked problems we 
simply can not arrest our way out of.” 

The police chief said the children 
being targeted were not just those from 
homes where their parents or the adults in 
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Adonis quits, 
calling May 
the ‘voice 

of Ukip’ 


Heather Stewart 
Political editor 


Andrew Adonis, the former Labour min- 
ister, has resigned as chair of the gov- 
emment-backed national infrastructure 
commission in protest at Theresa May’s 
management of Brexit, describing the pro- 
cess as “a dangerous populist and nation- 
alist spasm worthy of Donald Trump”. 

The former transport secretary headed 
the body that makes recommendations to 
the government on major projects such 
high-speed rail link HS2. Most recently, he 
recommended that a million new homes 
be built in the “brain belt” spanning 
Oxford, Cambridge and Milton Keynes. 

But Lord Adonis has become increas- 
ingly outspoken on a series of policy 
issues inrecent months, including tuition 
fees and university vice-chancellors’ pay. 

He resigned withastrongly worded let- 
ter, accusing the prime minster of becom- 
ing the “voice of Ukip” and pursuing poli- 
cies that will leave Britain in “splendid 
isolation”. 

“I am afraid I must now step down 
because of fundamental differences - on 
infrastructure and beyond - whichsimply 
can’t be bridged,” he said, adding that he 
would be “duty bound” to oppose the gov- 
ernment’s European Union (withdrawal) 
bill whenit comes to the House of Lordsin 
the new year. He described the bill as “the 
worst legislation of my lifetime”. 

He said Britain could have left the EU, 
abiding by the result of the 2016 referen- 
dum, “without rupturing our essential 
European trade and political relations”. 
Instead, the prime minister had “become 
the voice of Ukip and the extreme nation- 
alist right wing of your party”. 

Adonis went onto say he would anyway 
have felt compelled to step down over the 
“extraordinary” decision by the transport 
secretary, Chris Grayling, to bail out Stage- 
coach and Virgin on the east coast rail 
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